VOLUNTEER APPLICATION FORM 

Dear Volunteer 

Thanks for volunteering your time to the Hope Project and the community it serves.  We hope that this will be a rewarding experience for all of us.  To ensure that our partnership moves smoothly, we request you to fill up the following form and read the guidelines given below.  Remember to send this page back to us – our email address is (hopeproject@vsnl.com)  

Name:  _____________________________________________

Age:    ______________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

Contact number and email:  _____________________________

How did you hear of the Hope Project?  

_______________________________________________________

Why do you want to work at the Hope Project and what are your expectations from the project? 

What skills do you bring to the project and how do you expect to contribute?  

Do you have any past experience of working with a development project?  If yes, tell us about it?  

If you are a foreigner, have you been to South Asia before? Where and for how long? 

For how long do you expect to volunteer your services to the project?  

If you are a member of the Sufi Order, please give the name of your guide:  

Guidelines/Tips for foreigners:  

Most staff and community members do not speak English.  If you do not know any Hindi or Urdu, come prepared to do something that does not require language skills.  

Summer is HOT – come prepared to face temperatures above 40 degrees Celsius.

Winters are cold – there is no central heating in India.

The neighbourhood is conservative – come appropriately dressed and respect the code of behaviour followed in the community.  

Should you want to donate clothes, sweets, etc, seek the help of our social worker instead of handing out these things yourself indiscriminately.  She will help you to do this in a discrete manner to those who need it the most.  

Accommodation: 

In the basti:  

This is the cheapest option and also the best way of getting to know the community.  You will have your own room and share a bathroom in the home of a staff member or one of the community members associated with the project.  It is basic.  It costs only Euros 50 a month without food.  However there are tonnes of eating places in the neighbourhood.

Outside the basti:    

This is more expensive – starting from 8 Euros per night at the Aurobindo Ashram,  to 15 and 25 Euros per night at other guest houses.  In addition you have to commute everyday.  

Guidelines for Indian and foreign volunteers:  

Please call in advance if you cannot come to the project 

Try not to change your schedule as this disrupts the functioning of other programs 

Take care of equipment and classroom facilities 

Report any problems to the department director 

Let us know in advance if you need any materials / equipment 

We would like feedback from you at the end of the project 

We look forward to working together with you!  

